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Historical Context & Chronology 

The plots were originally laid out as detached town gardens (or urban pleasure gardens) between 

1830 and 1860. Each plot is surrounded by a hedge – a common feature for allotments in 

Nottingham, but unusual nationally. The plots are also larger than the average - a typical size being 

around 450 square metres. A very distinctive element of the site is its setting across a series 

of sometimes quite steep hills, which has led to many plots having terracing, and also means that 

the site as a whole cannot be viewed from any one point on the ground. 

Plots have been individually rented out since the gardens were first established. Ownership of the 

land technically rested with the Bridge Estate (Hungerhills and Gorsey Close) and Chambers Estate 

(Stonepit Coppice), charitable bodies set up in the early 1600's, but now incorporated into the 

landholding base of Nottingham City Council. With the wider introduction of allotments in the later 

19th Century the site became part of the allotment provision of the local authority until the site was 

leased to Hungerhill Development Limited in 2008 for a period of 30 years.  

While HDL manages and administers the site and maintains the overall infrastructure, the 

maintenance of the vast majority of the site is through the work of plotholders cultivating their own 

plots. This work has formed the specific landscape of the site – the majority of the hedges, fruit trees 

and buildings. Use of individual plots is varied and has changed over time in relation to wider social 

and economic trends. 

The site developed in stages over a period of time – there was no original master plan – and the 

boundary and size has shifted. The current site is much smaller than the area used as gardens in the 

later 19th century, with former plots being used for building development (housing, schools etc) or 

converted into public parks. 

In the 1980's the site experienced a decline in take-up and along with a fall in maintenance standards 

some plots became neglected and overgrown. These factors contributed to a loss of some heritage 

elements and a deterioration of the site’s overall condition. This decline has been halted in more 

recent years, and a significant number of plots are now being used by community groups and for 

non-traditional use.  



At the beginning of the 21st century the site was placed on the English Heritage ‘Register of Parks and 

Gardens of National Historic Importance’ (at Grade II*). This was a significant formal recognition of 

the heritage value of the site and helped set the context for considering the options for the future. 

Between 2007 and 2017 the site was extensively renovated through the delivery of £4.5 million 

restoration project delivered by Hungerhill Development Ltd / The Renewal Trust in partnership with 

STAA – funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, East Midlands Development Agency, European Regional 

Development Fund and Nottingham City Council. The aim of the project was to conserve and restore 

the site, improve the gardens as a unique form of social and community heritage and secure their 

future. 

The 10 year restoration project successfully carried out a programme of works; including new 

perimeter fencing and gates, new roadways being laid and surface repairs and improvements to 

avenues, 20 foot high hedges reduced to a manageable level, overgrown plots being brought back 

into use, a borehole sunk to supply water to plots on Hungerhills and Stonepit Coppice, terraces 

repaired and the construction of an allotment visitor centre. Other works were originally identified 

and planned by the project but proved not to be affordable including some of the boundaries, the 

majority of old or historic buildings (some of which are now at risk) and the sections of the hedges 

which as well as forming plot boundaries are crucial to the character of the site. 

As part of the legacy of the restoration project Hungerhill Developments Ltd set out ideas and 

priorities for the future and following a successful application to NLHF a Resilient Heritage project 

was delivered between 2019 and 2020. This project focused on three main strands; management 

and financial planning, a heritage assessment of the site and the development of a Site Partnership 

Forum. The business planning has enabled new sources of income to be pursued to ensure that the 

allotments remain a diverse and vibrant inner city green resource for plot holders, key stakeholders, 

site visitors and members of the local community and the future implementation of the masterplan 

will help to continue with the regeneration of the site. Similarly, building stronger relationships with 

tenanted and external organisations will enable groups to work together and meet the challenges 

faced by the allotments in the future. 



The Conservation Management Plan prepared by Hilary Taylor Landscape in 2002 gives a 

comprehensive history of the site. The following points summarise the key phases in the 

development and use of the site: 

1304 First records of land transactions at Hungerhills dated 1304. Two acres of arable land 

on Hunger Hills were rented by Ralph de Perewyche from  John and Anabilla Okeley 

1551-1603 Bridge and Chambers Estates created. Intention that money raised from the rental of 

Bridge Estate would pay for the upkeep of bridges over the river Trent. Land at 

Hungerhills divided and rented out to thirteen smallholders. (Bridge and Chambers 

Estates eventually effectively became part of Corporation and then City of 

Nottingham). 

1604-5 Thirty burgess plots rented out at a rent of £15 per annum 

1801 Jalland’s, Map of Nottingham, shows the burgess plots in the Hunger Hills area 

1830-35 Earliest evidence of the gardens. George Sanderson’s map of ‘Twenty Miles around 

Mansfield’ shows them as an isolated area some distance from the city centre. 

Layout of plots on Sanderson’s map remains to present day. They were ‘detached 

town gardens’ of a type which had been swept away by industrial growth in central 

Nottingham. Most early ‘gardeners’ were probably upper middle class professionals 

or shopkeepers who lived in the city centre. 

1835 Plots appear on Hunger Hills and Gorseyclose 

1840-1900 Industrial Nottingham (and St Anns area) expanded rapidly after enclosure of 

common lands in the 1840s. More gardens were laid out, but much of the 

surrounding area was built on. Use of the site seems to have become more mixed, 

with evidence of professionals paying for builders to build them ornate 

summerhouses, and also reports of lace workers becoming tenants. The gardens 

became famous for rose growing. Police lodges at Ransom Road and Norland Close 

entrances show concern for security met with resources. 



1845 Nottingham Enclosure Act freed up land to be divided into allotments 

1851-1861 Jackson’s, Map of the Town and the County of the Town of Nottingham, shows the 

additional allotment provision along the Coppice Road 

1861-1882 Further expansion of the allotment provision, including the formation of 

Gentleman’s Avenue, the inclusion of Stonepit Coppice Gardens to the north of 

Hungerhills, additional plots to the south east of Hungerhills between The Wells 

Road and New Road and the joining of Gorseyclose Gardens to Hungerhill Gardens to 

the north of Sycamore Road 

1869 Dean Reynolds Hole visited the Hunger Hill Rose Show to judge exhibits 

1882 Publication of the 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map, scale 1/500 and 1/2500, 

showing the detailed layout of individual plots 

1883 The Nottingham Garden Holders’ Association was formed 

1885 The Corporation tried to redevelop part of the Hungerhill allotments for housing, but 

the plan was abandoned due to strong opposition 

1882-1901 Redevelopment of some of the Gorseyclose Gardens along Sycamore Road to 

schools and houses and also open land down to the Methodist Chapel. The erection 

of Almshouses on Woodborough Road also reduced the allotment provision in 

Gorseyclose Gardens. The allotments to the south of Hungerhill Road and between 

Coppice Road were all developed for housing. 

1887-90 Allotments Acts make it a statutory duty for local authorities to provide allotments. 

(Most allotment law was first set out in the period up to 1908.) 

1900-1950 The ‘gardens’ became ‘allotments’ in the modern sense. Used more and more for 

vegetable and fruit growing, and by local working class people. (Some at Hungerhill 

also used as permanent dwellings.) World War Two ‘Dig for Victory’ saw national and 

local peak use of allotments. 



1909 Council records show there were 530 allotment plots in Hungerhills and 76 in 

Gorseyclose and Troyt Close. 

1901-1915 A bowling green and recreation ground had been formed on Sycamore Road in the 

open land between Gorseyclose Gardens and Hungerhill Gardens. Allotments 

between Coppice Road and The Wells Road were lost to new housing. 

1914-1918 The First World War saw a resurgence in the need and provision of Allotments 

1915-1930 New allotments were laid out north of Stonepit Coppice Gardens, in a triangular 

piece of land. A new entrance to the allotments was formed along Hungerhill Road. 

Tennis grounds featured between Gorseyclose Gardens and Hungerhill Gardens and 

an additional bowling green was added to the north of the one in 1915. 

1939-1945 Allotments in full use as part of the government’s Dig for Victory’ campaign 

1950-1990 Significant post-war influx of gardeners from Eastern Europe and the Caribbean. 

Early 1970’s: old housing in St Anns demolished and comprehensively redeveloped. 

Site began to experience vacancies for the first time. 

1974-1980 The allotments on the eastern boundary of Stonepit Coppice Gardens were curtailed, 

disrupting the circular route, laid out by 1882, around the allotments being lost. All 

the plots to the east of Ransom Road and south of the hospital were also 

redeveloped for housing, including allotments known as Brewster’s Gardens and 

Woodlane Gardens. The creation of a recreation ground between Gorseyclose 

Gardens and Hungerhill Gardens finally cut off the former from the main allotments 

site. 

1993-2005 Vacant and overgrown areas become a significant feature. Formation of St. Ann’s 

Allotment Campaign. Increased use of site by community groups. Active role of  

voluntary groups secured some infrastructure works and management   

improvements. 



1995  Horticultural Survey was carried out. It provided an up to date record of the site 

conditions and use, including information on buildings, trees, condition of plot, water 

supply etc. Survey also highlighted close connection between occupied plots and 

areas with good vehicle access. 

1996 Erection of new security fencing around the boundary of the allotments. 

2000 English Heritage placed the site on the Register of Parks and Gardens with Special 

Historic Interest, Grade II. 

2001 The site was re-graded by English Heritage to Grade II*. Increased use of site by  

community groups. Active role of voluntary groups secured some infrastructure 

works and management improvements. The Renewal Trust funded a condition  

survey on the Road, Paths and Avenues. 

2002 - 2007 In March 2002 the Renewal Trust applied to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant of 

£22,000. The grant enabled the production of a Historical Landscape Survey, a  

Restoration Management Plan, a Conservation Management Plan and a project 

Business plan to be prepared. 

2008 Allotments leased by Nottingham City Council to Hungerhill Developments Limited 

on 16 June 2008 for a period of 30 years. 

2008-2017 The allotments are extensively renovated through the delivery of £4.5 million 

restoration project delivered by Hungerhill Development Ltd / The Renewal Trust in 

partnership with STAA – funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, East Midlands 

Development Agency, European Regional Development Fund and Nottingham City 

Council. The main aim of the project was: “[To] Conserve the historic allotment 

gardens of Gorsey Close, Hungerhills and Stonepit Coppice and secure their 

continuity of use as a unique form of social and community heritage”. 

2019 - 2020 A National Lottery Heritage Fund Resilient Heritage grant application was successful 

in 2019. Total project cost: £74,820 (including £67,300 NLHF funding). The “St Anns 

Allotments: Growing a Sustainable Future” project will help to secure the future of 



the allotments by allowing for the development of  strategic plans for the site and 

forward planning in order to protect the investment, sustain the heritage of the site, 

ensure its longevity and conserve it for future generations.  
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